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Introduction 

This year my Literati Corner selection will be The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shibiku. I 

will be splitting it into six parts that will be reviewed in posts between each of my 

regularly scheduled series.  I’ll be using the 1976 translation by Edward G. 

Seidensticker, which in the edition I’m using runs about 1,200 pages.  But since we’ll be 

reading it over the course of the calendar year, it should be manageable, coming out to 

about 200 or 250 pages per post roughly every two months.  Here is the reading list so 

anyone who wants to can read along with tentative dates as to when I’ll post my 

commentary: 

Post 1 

This post will cover chapters 1 through 9, and it will be posted in early March, 2016. 

Post 2 

This post will cover chapters 10 through 21, and it will be posted in early May, 2016. 

Post 3 

This post will cover chapters 22 through 34, and it will be posted in late June, or early 

July, 2016. 

Post 4 

This post will cover chapters 35 through 43, and it will be posted in late August, 2016. 

Post 5 

This post will cover chapters 44 through 49, and it will be posted in mid-October, 2016. 

Post 6 

This post will cover chapters 50 through 54, and it will be posted in early December, 

2016. 

You can buy a copy of the novel by that translator here: 

http://www.amazon.com/Genji-Everymans-Library-Classics-

Contemporary/dp/0679417389/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=145003

2933&sr=8-2 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Genji-Everymans-Library-Classics-Contemporary/dp/0679417389/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1450032933&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Genji-Everymans-Library-Classics-Contemporary/dp/0679417389/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1450032933&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Genji-Everymans-Library-Classics-Contemporary/dp/0679417389/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1450032933&sr=8-2
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Essay Contest, due August 31st, 2016: 

One of the main themes of the story is Genji’s fascination with women who resemble his 

mother, like Fujitsubo and Murasaki.  Compare or contrast The Tale of Genji with 

Sophocles’ plays Oedipus Rex and Oedipus at Colonus from ancient Greece.  Entries 

should be in English and run no more than 25 pages long in PDF form using the MLA 

style, though I’m not a stickler for formatting.  Only put what personal information on the 

PDF that you want published, such as first and last name or pen name, city and state or 

country, school or organization if affiliated.  Your full address should be in the body of 

the email in case you win.  Send entries to icepinepalace@yahoo.com by the 

deadline, and please put “Tale of Genji Contest” in the subject line.  If you want a 

critique of your entry, let me know in your email, and I’ll see if I can accommodate you.   

 

This contest is open to high school or college students as well as adults, and I have no 

country restrictions for entrants.  I will select a winner and possibly runner-up if there are 

enough entries to add a second place.  The winner will be published on my blog in 

November or December with my comments added, copyright remains the property of 

the entrant.  First prize includes a signed print copy of my horror novel, The Haunting at 

Ice Pine Peak, as well as a set of the Four Treasures, which includes brushes, ink stick, 

ink stone and paper, indicating you have earned your place as a traditional scholar.  

The runner-up if I select one will also be published on my blog and get a signed print 

copy of my novel.  Both will get my seal with certificates stating your winning status.    

 

Resources: 

General: 
 

1) http://jti.lib.virginia.edu/japanese/genji/index.html 
Original and modern Japanese texts with romanji text, no English translation 

 
2) The Diary of Lady Murasaki, Murasaki Shikibu  

http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/omori/court/murasaki.html 
 
 
While the novel is very demure, the film and anime adaptations often are, so be 
aware that they may not be suitable for anyone under 17. 

 

3) “The Tale of Genji” 
http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/anime.php?id=3270  
1987 anime movie directed by Gisaburo Sugii  [Viewer discretion] 

mailto:icepinepalace@yahoo.com
http://jti.lib.virginia.edu/japanese/genji/index.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/omori/court/murasaki.html
http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/anime.php?id=3270
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4) “Genji Monogatari Sennenki” 

http://genji-anime.com/introduction.html  (Japanese only) 
https://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/anime.php?id=10223  
11 episode 2009 anime adaptation by director Osamu Dezaki [Viewer discretion] 

 
  

 

For the Essay Contest: 
 

1) http://www.gutenberg.org/files/27673/27673-h/27673-h.htm 
Text of Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex 
 

2) http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=soph.+oc+1&redirect=true 
Text of Sophocles’ Oedipus at Colonus 

 
3) If you don’t want to use the online versions because of the old fashioned English 

or format, here is a compilation with another related play.  It’s Sophocles, the 

Oedipus Cycle: Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone, translated by 

Dudley Fitts and Robert Fitzgerald: 

http://www.amazon.com/Sophocles-Oedipus-Cycle-Colonus-
Antigone/dp/015602764X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1451839033&sr=8-
3&keywords=oedipus+rex 
 

4) http://www.theoi.com/ 
Classical Greek Literature – this site is good for looking up Greek references, 
though there is a translation of the version of Oedipus Rex by Seneca.  Readers 
can take a look at that to get a better idea of the whole Oedipus story if they like 
and talk about it in addition to the Sophocles version, though it isn’t required.  
Here is the link: 
http://www.theoi.com/Text/SenecaOedipus.html  

 
 

Study Questions 

Here are some questions those who are reading along can ponder and answer on the 

threads for the Literati Corner: 

1) Why did Murasaki Shikibu make her main character a man instead of a woman?  

She was a court lady, and it seems more natural that she would select a 

protagonist that was a woman of her own social circle, yet she didn’t. 

2) What is Murasaki Shikibu’s attitude toward her main character, Lord Genji?  

Support your answers with quotes from the text. 

3) Describe Murasaki Shikibu’s use of flower motifs in the novel. 

http://genji-anime.com/introduction.html
https://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/anime.php?id=10223
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/27673/27673-h/27673-h.htm
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=soph.+oc+1&redirect=true
http://www.amazon.com/Sophocles-Oedipus-Cycle-Colonus-Antigone/dp/015602764X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1451839033&sr=8-3&keywords=oedipus+rex
http://www.amazon.com/Sophocles-Oedipus-Cycle-Colonus-Antigone/dp/015602764X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1451839033&sr=8-3&keywords=oedipus+rex
http://www.amazon.com/Sophocles-Oedipus-Cycle-Colonus-Antigone/dp/015602764X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1451839033&sr=8-3&keywords=oedipus+rex
http://www.theoi.com/
http://www.theoi.com/Text/SenecaOedipus.html
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4) Analyze the role of Buddhism and Shinto in the novel. 

5) Why do you think this is such an important novel historically? 

6) What descriptions of life in the Heian Era do you think are the most interesting in 

the novel? 

7) What point do you think Murasaki Shikibu is trying to make with such a tragically 

flawed main character? 

8) How is the novel’s portrayal of Genji different than anime or live action 

adaptations you have seen? 

9) Is the character Genji an anti-hero?  Why or why not? 

10)  Explain the attitudes of Kokiden and Genji’s father toward Genji and his errant 

behavior. 

11)  Explain the Japanese concept of mono no aware (物の哀れ) and how it differs 

from traditional Western attitudes. 

12)  What other popular Western books or literary classics have themes similar to 

The Tale of Genji?  Why do you think so? 

 

 

 

 

 


