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Introduction 

This year my Literati Corner selection will be Journey to the West by Wu Cheng’en.   I 

will be splitting it into six parts that will be reviewed in posts between each of my 

regularly scheduled series.  This novel is at 16th century Buddhist-Taoist satirical 

fantasy that is very, very long, having and even 100 chapters.  It is based on historical 

events, chronicling the trip of Buddhist monk Xuanzang to India to get better copies of 

the sutras in around 630 AD.  He went from Chang-an to Nalanda, and he traveled for 

years.   

I’ll be using the 1984 translation by W. J. F. Jenner, which in the bilingual Simplified 

Chinese-English edition I’m using runs about 3,375 pages in six volumes, but half of 

those pages are Chinese.  I really like Anthony Yu’s four volume translation, which is 

also widely available, but I already own Jenner’s, so I’m making that my official version 

just for my own convenience.  Pick whichever edition you would like to read along with 

me, but if discussing a textual variation bothers you, get the one I’m reading.  Since I’m 

doing the bilingual edition, I have the added bonus of being able to throw out an 

occasional quote from the original text for those interested.   

Whether reading this over the course of the year is manageable remains to be seen, but 

we’ll try it.  Since my version is split into 6 volumes, it fits my schedule of one post 

roughly every two months, so I will give my chapter range for each based on that 

arrangement.  Here is the reading list so anyone who wants to can read along with 

tentative dates as to when I’ll post my commentary: 

Post 1 

This post will cover chapters 1 through 15, and it will be posted in January, 2017. 

Post 2 

This post will cover chapters 16 through 33, and it will be posted in March, 2017. 

Post 3 

This post will cover chapters 34 through 50, and it will be posted in June, 2017. 

Post 4 

This post will cover chapters 51 through 67, and it will be posted in August, 2017. 

Post 5 
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This post will cover chapters 68 through 83, and it will be posted in October, 2017. 

Post 6 

This post will cover chapters 84 through 100, and it will be posted in November, 2017. 

 

Textbooks 

You can buy a copy of the novel by these translators here: 

a) This is the four-volume boxed set translated by W.J. F. Jenner (1984): 

https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Chinese-Classics-Classic-

Volumes/dp/7119016636/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480198363&sr=1

-2&keywords=journey+to+the+west 

 

b) This is the four-volume version translated by Anthony Yu (1977) – volumes sold 

separately: 

a. https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-

1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-

1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu 

b. https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-

1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-

1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu 

c. https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-

3/dp/0226971376/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A

6KAJYCDRKNXNRPVCHAM  

d. https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-

4/dp/0226971392/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4B

3KTZQ0DGTTHVMY04W4  

 

Other Resources: 

General: 
 

1) Journey to the West, Wu Cheng’en  
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/23962  
This is the original traditional Chinese version with no English translation, 
available in a number of convenient formats. 

https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Chinese-Classics-Classic-Volumes/dp/7119016636/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480198363&sr=1-2&keywords=journey+to+the+west
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Chinese-Classics-Classic-Volumes/dp/7119016636/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480198363&sr=1-2&keywords=journey+to+the+west
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Chinese-Classics-Classic-Volumes/dp/7119016636/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480198363&sr=1-2&keywords=journey+to+the+west
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-1/dp/0226971325/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480258243&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AAnthony+C.+Yu
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-3/dp/0226971376/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A6KAJYCDRKNXNRPVCHAM
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-3/dp/0226971376/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A6KAJYCDRKNXNRPVCHAM
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-3/dp/0226971376/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A6KAJYCDRKNXNRPVCHAM
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-4/dp/0226971392/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4B3KTZQ0DGTTHVMY04W4
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-4/dp/0226971392/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4B3KTZQ0DGTTHVMY04W4
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-West-Revised-4/dp/0226971392/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4B3KTZQ0DGTTHVMY04W4
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/23962
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2) “Monkey King” 

http://www.china-on-site.com/pages/comic/1.php  
 Visual novel version using colorful paintings 
 
Media Versions: 
 

There are so many adaptations of this story in all of the East Asian countries, it is 
impossible to be exhaustive in my recommendations for the most likely to be 
known, popular series, but here are my picks:  

 
1) The Monkey King aka The Lost Empire, American television mini-series starring 

Bai Ling and Thomas Gibson, 2001.  This one was my first introduction to the 
story, and I do recommend it even if the critics didn’t like it.  Perhaps the material 
was too foreign for Americans since the original novel is as silly if not more so 
than this series was deemed to be. 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Empire-Thomas-
Gibson/dp/B00005COWD/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-
tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1480260869&sr=1-
1&keywords=the+monkey+king+thomas+gibson  
 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0198779/  
 

2) Journey to the West, cartoon version, 52 episodes by CCTV in Chinese only – 
this was the version that my former ESL student from China gave me many years 
ago, and it’s a great adaptation. 
 
http://www.chinasprout.com/shop/VCT067 
 
I think this one is an excerpt in English: 
 
http://www.chinasprout.com/shop/VCM001  
 

3) Saiyūki, live action for Fuji TV, Japan, 2006 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saiy%C5%ABki_(TV_series)  
 

4) Saiyūki, manga and anime version by Kazuya Minekura, Japan, 1997.   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saiyuki_(manga)  
 

5) Journey to the West, live action produced by TVB, Hong Kong, 1996, starring 
Dicky Cheung 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journey_to_the_West_(1996_TV_series)  

http://www.china-on-site.com/pages/comic/1.php
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Empire-Thomas-Gibson/dp/B00005COWD/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1480260869&sr=1-1&keywords=the+monkey+king+thomas+gibson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Empire-Thomas-Gibson/dp/B00005COWD/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1480260869&sr=1-1&keywords=the+monkey+king+thomas+gibson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Empire-Thomas-Gibson/dp/B00005COWD/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1480260869&sr=1-1&keywords=the+monkey+king+thomas+gibson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Empire-Thomas-Gibson/dp/B00005COWD/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1480260869&sr=1-1&keywords=the+monkey+king+thomas+gibson
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0198779/
http://www.chinasprout.com/shop/VCT067
http://www.chinasprout.com/shop/VCM001
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saiy%C5%ABki_(TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saiyuki_(manga)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journey_to_the_West_(1996_TV_series)
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Study Questions 

Here are some questions those who are reading along can ponder and answer on the 

threads for the Literati Corner: 

1) Analyze the symbolism of the main guardian characters Monkey, Pigsy, and 

Sandy in light of the Western notions of the Seven Deadly Sins. 

2) How do you think the portrayal of monk Xuanzang differs in the book from the 

historical Xuanzang? 

3) Do you think the Chinese monkey king Sun Wu Kong is derived from the Indian 

god Hanuman?  Why or why not? 

4) What are Sun Wu Kong’s most iconic powers? 

5) Is Sun Wu Kong a hero or an anti-hero? 

6) Compare and contrast Journey to the West with Dante’s Divine Comedy. 

7) Why do you think Wu Cheng’en chose to portray Xuanzang’s real life journey as 

a fictional fantasy rather than try to write it as a serious history? 

8) Why do you think more people are familiar with the Journey to the West than the 

chronicles of Xuanzang’s travels compiled by his disciple Bianji called Great 

Tang Records on the Western Regions (大唐西域記)? 

9) Do you think the reward for Xuanzang’s four disciples at the end of the story was 

acceptable?  Should they have been given different rewards? 

10)  Select a scene where Sun Wu Kong has to save Xuanzang from one of the 

demons and explain its spiritual or political significance. 

 

 

 

 


